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12th ASIA-PACIFIC CONFERNCE of GERMAN ECONOMY IN SINGAP ORE 

 
BANGLADESH FOR THE FIRST TIME ON THE AGENDA! 

 
 
The Federal Minister of Economics and Technology in Germany, Rainer Bruederle, and the 
chairman of the well known German company BASF, Juergen Hambrecht, invited from 13. – 
15. Mai German and Asian decision makers from companies and governments to Singapore. 
 
Co-operation, Innovation and Sustainability were the major topics of the 12th Asia-Pacific-
Conference of the German economy. 750 German business leaders and 8 Ministers of 
Economics from ASEAN countries took part. Main focus were discussions on the potential 
for German companies in the Asian region and the opportunities for co-operations in the field 
of technology, urbanisation, food supply, mobility and cooperate social responsibility (CSR). 
 
The Federal Minister of Economics and Technology in Germany, Rainer Bruederle 
mentioned: “The German economy is a strong partner of Asia and supports to face the 
challenges of the region, although Europe is facing difficult economical situation at the 
moment.” 
 
“Asia is booming – we need to develop good and sustainable partnerships” so Juergen 
Hambrecht, chairman of BASF. 
 
Representing the Bangladesh German Chamber of Commerce & Industry (BGCCI) the 
President Saiful Islam, who received recently the award from THE DAILY STAR and DHL 
as the: BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR and BGCCI Executive Director, Daniel Seidl, 
attended the conference.    
 
“We were really happy that Bangladesh played a very important role at this conference. There 
have been 11 conferences before, but this time Bangladesh was on the agenda and we 
managed to represent the country and its opportunities”, so Saiful Islam. 
 
“Germany is the biggest market for Bangladesh goods in Europe and the second largest export 
market for Bangladesh worldwide. The trade volume between Germany and Bangladesh is 3.2 
Billion USD. We are happy that BGCCI can support both countries to promote trade”, so 
Daniel Seidl, Executive Director and GTZ/CIM expert. 
 
 
BGCCI, GTZ and the German Embassy are hosting on 28th October 2010 a Seminar on 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). As key speakers the Nobel prize winner Prof. Yunus 



and the Dr. Otto, from OTTO Group Germany confirmed. “We are sure that we will receive 
many more of Germanys Top business leaders in Bangladesh after this conference and 
Bangladesh can now for the first time cooperate much closer with the important German 
economical institutions like the Federation of German Industries (BDI), the Association of 
German Chambers (DIAHK) and the German Asia-Pacific Business Association (OAV). This 
will be a boost for the bilateral trade relations and the image of Bangladesh”, says the 
Business Man of the year, Saiful Islam. 
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Picture taken at a dinner hosted by the Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singapore. 
From left:  
 
Wolfgang Huppenbauer (President & CEO Daimler/Mercedes Asia), Gerd-Udo Hauser 
(Director Daimler/Mercedes Germany), Holger Lindner (CFO Daimler/Mercedes Singapore), 
Olaf Gresens (Vice President IMI), Saiful Islam (Chairman Western marine Group and 
BGCCI President), Daniel Seidl (BGCCI Executive Director)  
 



 
 
 
 
Picture taken at a dinner hosted by Rainer Bruederle, Federal Minister of Economics and 
Technology in Germany. 
From left: 
 
Daniel Seidl (BGCCI Executive Director), Rainer Bruederle (Federal Minister of Economics 
and Technology in Germany), Saiful Islam (Chairman Western marine Group and BGCCI 
President). 


